                                                       SOME HISTORY OF THE

                             129TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

                              296TH SIGNAL DETACHMENT (Avionics)


                      394TH AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE DETACHMENT             

                                  433RD MEDICAL DETACHMENT

The 129th Aviation Company was activated 5 July 1965 at Fort Campbell, Kentucky and was a unit belonging to the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion.

The unit was comprised of Headquarters Platoon, 1st Flight Platoon (Slicks) 2nd Flight 

Platoon (Slicks) and 3rd Flight Platoon (Gun Ships).

The following units were attached to the 129th Aviation Company to provide Aircraft maint-enance support as needed. 

The 296th Signal Detachment provided Avionics and electronics maintenance support for all 129th Aviation Company aircraft. 

The 394th Aircraft Maintenance Transportation Detachment provided Direct support and limited General support aircraft maintenance capability and performed hourly periodic maintenance inspections on all 129th Aviation Company UH-1B and UH-1D helicopters. 

The 433rd Medical Detachment provided emergency medical evacuation.

The 129th Aviation Company along with it’s detachments, the 296th, the 394th and the 433rd moved from Fort Campbell, Kentucky to Vietnam in October 1965.

When I arrived in Vietnam in December 1967 I was assigned to the 394th Transportation Detachment Quality Control Section located at Lane Army Airfield, Vietnam as a Heli-

copter Technical Inspector from December 1967 to March 1968. 

In March 1968 the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion was reorganized and re-designated as 

the 268th Combat Aviation Battalion and was incorporated into the 1st Aviation Brigade.

The 129th Aviation Company was reorganized and renamed the 129th Assault Helicopter Company and was assigned to the 268th Combat Aviation Battalion. 

The 296th Signal detachment was reorganized and incorporated into the 129th Assault Helicopter Company as one of the allied shops.

The 394th Maintenance Detachment which comprised the majority of the allied aircraft 

repair shops was reorganized and incorporated into the 129th Assault Helicopter Company. 

And the 433rd Medical Detachment was reorganized and incorporated into the 498th Air Ambulance Company.

When the 129th was reorganized it consisted of:

Headquarters Platoon consisting of:

        (Motor Pool, Food Service Section, Unit Supply Section, Flight Operations, 

        Production Control Section and a Quality Control Section) 

1st Flight Platoon (UH-1D Slicks), (usually 12 helicopters) 

2nd Flight Platoon (UH-1D Slicks), (usually 12 helicopters)

3rd Flight Platoon, (UH-1B gun ships), (usually 8 helicopters) and a 

Service Platoon consisting of aircraft allied repair shops including:

An Aircraft Repair Parts Supply Section, 

An Engine Repair Shop, 

A Sheet Metal Repair Shop, 

A Hydraulics Repair Shop, 

A Communications/Electronics Repair Shop, 

An Aircraft Weapons Repair Shop, 

Three Scheduled Maintenance Teams (one for each flight platoon) which performed the   

          Scheduled Periodic Hourly Inspections and maintenance in the hanger; 

One Unscheduled Maintenance Team that met the aircraft coming in at the end of the day 

         and performing any unscheduled maintenance actions required (usually patching bullet 

         holes and replacing excessively worn bearings) and

 One Aircraft Recovery Team that would be flown out to retrieve crashed damaged/shot 

         down aircraft by installing recovery equipment on the damaged aircraft so the CH-47          

         Heavy Lift Helicopters could sling-load the damaged aircraft back to home station.

From Mar 68 to Dec 68, I was assigned to the 129th Assault Helicopter Company Quality Control Section as a Helicopter Technical Inspector.

I left Vietnam in Dec 68 and was assigned to the Cobra Helicopter Pilot’s Training school at Cobra Hall, Fort Hunter Liggett, Savannah, GA. During this period there were only two helicopter inspectors assigned to this unit (myself and one other) We worked 12-hour shifts 7 days a week. (Two weeks days then 2 weeks nights) inspecting and maintaining 55 Huey 

Cobra helicopters. 

I volunteered for and returned to Vietnam in Jun 1969. As soon as I was in country I called 

my old unit (129th AHC) and they sent a UH-1 helicopter piloted by my old Aircraft Maint-enance Officer WO DeSantis to pick me up. Upon arriving at Lane Field I signed into the unit and was assigned to the 129th Assault Helicopter Company Quality Control Section 

as Chief Helicopter Technical Inspector from Jun 1969 to Jul 1970. 

My job as Helicopter Inspector included inspecting and certifying all maintenance actions performed on all assigned helicopters as being completed “by the book” and ready for flight.

I had to insure that the unit had at least 16 slicks and 4 gun ships ready for flight every day 

to support the Korean Tiger Division. 

During the time 129th was phasing out the UH-1D models and picking up new UH-1H model helicopters I was responsible for over 32 slick aircraft and 12 gun ships.

I supervised Maintenance Operational Checks and flew on test flights to insure all assigned helicopters were “air worthy” before releasing them back to the flight platoons.

I was also in charge of the Aircraft Recovery Team. Numerous times the Team and I were flown out to a “downed” aircraft location to inspect/certify “downed” aircraft as being “air worthy” enough to fly back to home station or supervise and assist the Recovery Team in preparing the “downed aircraft” for evacuation by a Heavy Lift CH-47 Helicopter. I personally

hooked up the “downed aircraft” to the CH-47.                                                                   

                                                                                           /s/ Jack Newton

                                                                                  SP 6 E-6 (Specialist 6th Class)

                                                                                    Chief Helicopter Inspector 

                                                                              394th Transportation Detachment 

                                                                                         Dec 67 to Mar 68

                                                                              129th Assault Helicopter Company

                                                                             Apr 69 to Dec 68 & Jun 69 to Jul 70 

